Kaposi's sarcoma: a deadly new syndrome.
Kaposi's sarcoma is alarming health professionals across the nation because of its rapid increase in the last 2 years. It is a hemorrhagic cancer which is now being linked to certain viruses and immunosuppressive conditions. Within the last year Kaposi's sarcoma has reached epidemic proportions in the male homosexual community and appears to be threatening the general public. The rapid onset, quick progression and fatality of over 40 percent of Kaposi's sarcoma clients make awareness of the pathophysiology, etiology, epidemiological implications, prevention and management of this disease imperative. It is important for the nursing community to be aware of this unusually rapid and often fatal form of cancer. The nurse's role in prevention and early recognition of Kaposi's sarcoma is invaluable.